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EARLY SPANISH MINING IN 
NORTHERN GEORGIA. 


Ir has recently been brought to light | 
that the Spanish colony in Florida es- 
tablished a mission on the coast of South 
Carolina, and another on the shores of 
Chesapeake Bay: that it also instituted 
mining operations in the gold fields 
of Northern Georgia, has, I believe es- 
caped the notice of historians. I shall 
briefly sum up the evidence in favor of 
such an opinion. 

The cupidity of the first explorers of | 
our southern coast was strongly excited 
by the grains of gold seen in the posses- 
sion of the natives. For its origin, they 
were referred to a mountain range north- 
west of Florida, marked on the map of | 
De Bry as the “ Apalatcy montes auri- 
feri,” and spoken of by Fontaneda as 
“Snowy mountains on the northernmost 
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they bragged loudly of their exploits, 
but especially of the discovery of the 
Province of “Cosa,” averred to abound in 


gold, silver and pearls, and inhabited by | 


arace not less cultivated than the sub- | 


jects of Montezuma. Even the prudent ! 
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| Spain, was intoxicated by their repre- 
| sentations and sent his general, Tristan 


de Luna to open communication to Cosa 
by way of Pensacola Bay. Of this un- 
fortunate undertaking suffice it to say, 
that three hundred Spanish soldiers 
penetrated quite to the valley of the 
Coosa river in Northern Georgia, and 
there passed the summer of 1560, among 
the friendly Muskogee (Barcia, En. Cron 
sub an.) Doubtless instigated by the 
same representations, no sooner did 
Aviles, the first governor of Florida, feel 
himself secure in his territory, than he 
sent Juan Pardo one hundred and fifty 
leagues inland to establish a fort at the 
foot of the mountains north-west of St. 
Augustine in the province of the chief 
Coabé (1567, Barcia, p. 133). This is 


| probably what Pedro Morales referred 


|to by the name of “La Grand Copal,” 
confines of Abolachi.” When the rem- | 


nants of De Soto’s troops reached Mexico | 


which he says was a town about twenty 
days’ journey north-west of St. Augus- 
tine, “among the Mountains of Gold and 
Chrystal” (1586, Hackluyt, Voyages, III, 
p. 432). Clearly, therefore, the gold de- 
posits of Georgia were no secret to the 
Spaniards. Did they attempt to exploit 
them ? 
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The German traveler Johannes Led- 
erer, who in 1669-70 visited Virginia 
and North Carolina, and wrote an ac- 
count of his adventures in Latin, asserts 
that the Spaniards were then working 
gold and silver mines in the Appalachian 
mountains. He avers that he saw speci- 
mens of the ore among the western 
tribes, and brought samples of it back 
with him. “Had I had with me,” he 
adds, “half a score of resolute youths 
who would have stuck to me, I would 
have pushed on to the Spanish mines” 
(Harris, Voyages, Ed. 1705, Vol. II, Lib. 
IV, p. 23). Twenty years afterward 
(1690) James Moore, subsequently secre- 
tary and then governor of the province 
of South Carolina, but at that time only 
a roving Indian trader, pushing his ex- 
cursions far west of the settlements, quite 
“over the Apalathean mountains,” was 
told by his guides that twenty miles 
farther was a colony of white men en- 
gaged in digging and smelting metals, 
and using bellows and furnaces. These 
the Indians described and offered to 
guide him to the spot (see Colls. Hist. 
Soc. 8. Car. I, p. 209, for an abridgment 
of the original letter in the State Paper 
Office, London). Nine years afterwards 
when further rumors of these mines had 
reached the English settlements, and 
something of a gold fever was created, | 
Mr. Moore volunteered to lead a party to 
the mine. The scheme fell through, but 
so strongly was it impressed on his mind | 
that when he became governor of the | 
province and made his expedition against | 


| 


St. Augustine, (1703), he promised his 
soldiers that they should find there 
“plenty of gold and silver,” and no doubt 
believed it (Carroll, Hist. Colls. 8. Car, 
Vol. I). Much of either there probably 
never was in Florida, for in 1703 the 
home government sent out a quantity 
of debased specie, “ because,” says Barcia 
—and this is the only hint he gives of 
mining operations—* the amount of bul- 
lion obtained in the Province was small” 
(p. 821). 

Doubtless the exploitations had been 
discontinued at the outbreak of hostili- 
ties with the English. Some signs of 
them should, however, have been subse- 
quently discovered had they really ex- 
isted. Such is the case. The early set- 
tlers of Northern Georgia found near 
the Nacooche Valley and at various 
points of the Dahlonega gold field evi- 
dences of an anterior civilization. Rows 
of cabins built of logs notched and hewn, 
articles of earthenware which our min- 
ers called “crucibles,” others of stone 
resembling “ mortars,” remains of “ fur- 
naces” and “dykes,” seemed to indicate 
previous mining operations of an un- 
known date (see Lanman, Letters from 
the Allegheny Mountains, pp. 9, 26, 
White, Hist. Colls. of Georgia, p. 487). 

Some of these cabins were covered 
with loose soil and a great antiquity 
was assigned them, but this may have 
arisen from a desire of the Spaniards on 
deserting their works, to conceal them 
from the English. A buckle in the shape 
of a heart of unalloyed silver ‘has been 
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found in the Etowah valley (which joins 
with the Oostauaula at Rome to form 
the Coosa); it was ascribed to the ancient 
natives, but is more likely to have been 
the product of white artificers. (Jones, | 
Monumental Remains of Georgia, p. 79.) 

It thus appears that the Spaniards 
were familiar with the metalliferous de- 
posits of Georgia at an early date, and 
that the English colonists believed they 
were working them in the seventeenth 
century, and when the gold was re- 
discovered in the présent century, signs 
of previous exploitation hardly attribu- 
table to any other than a European 
source, were brought to light. If this 
does not establish the existence of such 
a mining colony, it at least renders it 
highly probable. 

D. G. B. 


INDIAN SECRET SOCIETIES. 


A PAPER READ BEFORE THE AMERICAN ETHNO- 
LOGICAL SOCIETY, MARCH, 1866, BY DR. p. 
J. MACGOWAN. 


Schoolcraft, Catlin and other writers 
on American Aborigines have given us 
much information concerning the medi- 
cine men among our Indians, a great 
secret society, whose teachings partake 
of magic and sorcery, rather than of the 
healing art; who admit candidates after 
the administration of solemn oaths, and 
who compel the neophyte to undergo 
tortures, and mystify him by frightful | 





From the consideration that I 
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designation for the medicine men. Cer- 
tainly, the Ni-co-ta-ni of the Cherokees, 
concerning whom I have a few facts to 
communicate, may well be characterized 
as priests. 

So far as I can learn, no account of a 
form of priestcraft that prevailed among 
the Cherokees from a remote period up 
till about a century ago, has been pub- 
lished, and the traditional accounts which 
I derived of the Nicotani from Gover- 
nor John Ross and Dr. J. B. Evans are so 
imperfect, owing to the absence of writ- 
ten record, that a glimpse only is afforded 
us of Cherokee priestcraft. But for the 
kindness of those gentlemen in giving 
me the information that I solicited, it is 
highly probable that this interesting 
feature in Indian history would have 
soon passed irretrievably into oblivion. 

The facts, though few, are interesting. 
The order was hereditary; in this respect 
peculiar, for among Indians seldom, and 
among the Cherokees never, does power 
pertain to any family as a matter of 
right. Yet the family of the Nicotani— 
for it seems to have been a family or 
clan—enjoyed this privilege. The power 
that they exercised was not, however, 
political, nor does it appear that chiefs 
were elected from among them. 


The Nicotani were a mystical, reli- 
gious body, of whom the people stood 
in great awe, and seem to have been 
somewhat like the Brahmins of India. 
By what means they attained their 
ascendancy, or how long it was main- 
should say that priesthood is the fittest | tained, can never be ascertained. Their 
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extinction by massacre is nearly all that 


can be discovered concerning them. 


They became haughty, insolent, over- 
bearing and licentious to an intolerable 
degree. Relying on their hereditary 
privileges and the strange awe which 
‘they inspired, they did not hesitate by 
fraud or violence to rend asunder the 
tender relations of husband and wife 
when a beautiful woman excited their 
passions. The people long brooded in 
silence over the oppressions and out- 
rages of this high caste, whom they 
deeply hated, but greatly feared. “At 
length a daring young man, a member 
of an influential family, organized a 
conspiracy among the people for the 
massacre of the priesthood. The im- 
mediate provocation was the abduction 
of the wife of the young leader of the 
conspiracy. His wife was remarkable for 
her beauty, and was forcibly abducted 
and violated by one of the Nicotani 
while he was absent on the chase. On 
his return be found no difficulty in ex- 
citing in others the resentment which 
he himself experienced. So many had 
suffered in the same way—so many 
feared that they might be made to suf- 
fer—that nothing was wanted but a 
leader. A leader appearing in the per- 
son of the young brave whom we have 
named, the people rose under his direc- 
tion and killed every Nicotani, young 
and old. Thus perished a hereditary 


secret society, since which time no her- | 


editary privileges have been tolerated 
among the Cherokees. 


After they became civilized and Chris. 
tianized, and Christian churches were 
formed among them, Free Masons and 
Odd Fellows’ lodges were also intro. 
duced, and the Sons of Temperance. 

To those benevolent secret associa. 
tions were added, during the excitement 
which preceded the rebellion, the order 
of the Knights of the Golden Circle and 
Blue Lodges; the former introduced by 
disloyal whites, the latter an Indian 
product of the former, both having trea. 
sonable objects in view. On the other 
hand, those Cherokees who were loyal to 
the Union combined in a secret organi- 
zation for self-protection, assuming the 
designation of the Ketoomha Society, 
which name was soon merged in that of 
“Pins.” The Pins were so styled because 
of a peculiar manner they adopted of 
wearing a pin. The symbol was dis 
covered by their enemies, who applied 
the term in derision; but it was ac- 
cepted by this loyal league, and has 
almost superseded the designation which 
its members first assumed. The Pin or- 


ganization originated among the mem- 
| bers of the Baptist congregation at Pea- 
vine Going, Snake District, in the Chero- 


kee Nation. In a short period of time 
the society counted nearly three thou- 


/sand members, and had commenced, 


proselytizing the Creeks, when the re- 


bellion, against which it was arming, 


prevented its further extension, the poor 
Creeks having been driven into Kansas 
by the rebels of the Golden Circle. 


| During the war the Pins rendered ser- 
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vices to the Union cause in many bloody 
encounters, as has been acknowledged 
by our generals. It was distinctly an 
anti-slavery organization. The slave- 
holding Cherokees, who constituted the 
wealthy and more intelligent class, natu- 
rally allied themselves with the South, 
while loyal Cherokees became more and 
more opposed to slavery. This was 
shown very clearly when the loyalists 
first met in convention, in February, 
1863. They not only abolished slavery 


unconditionally and forever, before’ any | 


slave State made a movement towards 
emancipation, but made any attempts at 
enslaving a grave misdemeanor. 

The secret signs of the Pins were a 
peculiar way of touching the hat as a 
salutation, particularly when they were 
too far apart for recognition in other 
ways. They had a peculiar mode of 
taking hold of the lapel of the coat, 
first drawing it away from the body, and 
then giving it a motion as though wrap- 
ping it around the heart. During the 
war a portion of them were forced into 
the rebellion, but quickly rebelled against 
General Cooper, who was placed over 
them, and when they fought against 
that general, at Bird Creek, they wore a 
bit of corn-husk, split into strips, tied 
in their hair. 

In the night, when two Pins met, and 
one asked the other, “who are you?” the 
reply or pass was, “Talequah—who are 
you?” The response was, “I am Ketoo- 
wha’s son.” 

On the other, the rebel side, the two 
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secret societies, Blue Lodges and Knights 
of the Golden Circle, by means of their 
organizations, enabled the traitorous 
white men, who were appointed to office 
by the General Government, to subvert 
for a time the Federal authority through 
the entire country occupied by the 
Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks 
and Seminoles. The power of organiz- 
ing men and administering government 
is supposed to indicate, in any people, a 
high capacity for civilization. Submit- 
ted to this test, all the tribes above- 
named will be found to acquit them- 
selves admirably. 


PAPERS RELATING TO FORT DUM- 
MER. 


CAPT. DWIGHT TO DR. HASTINGS. 


Fort Dummer, Janr. 9%, 1724-5. 
S" you some time since Enquired of 
me whether I had ever spent my tho’ts 


| upon the circumstances of our Gov'm* 


Respecting their medium of Trade (viz.) 


| how they might be Restored to their 
| Original, & I should esteem if a risque 


to show myself to you on that weighty 
point were it-not for your undoubted can- 
dour to all. 

& my opinion is that as much as possible 
to avoid the Emiting such vast Quanti- 
ties of Bills would be a very likely Expe- 
dient, & to prevent that I would propose 
that the tax on all Imported liquors 
should be double what it is now, & on 
all other Imported goods (that we may 
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be suffer’d to lay a tax upon) in that when the Charge is so great that the 
proportion. the advantages I propose | County Tax should be in proportion 
by this are 1: all the money we get this | this has heen omitted so long that | 
way will help to Ans' the charge of the | think it high time to begin, for this also 
Goverm', & that by the persons most | 


able to bear it, for it is they that drink | 
and wear these Imported goods that draw | 


all the Effects of this Country. & 2: 


this would tend to suppress the Import | 


& also the Extravagance in 
use of such Commodities & 3: this would 
tend to prompt & encourage those manu- 


factories which would produce the most | 
needful Commodities among ourselves. | 
Our Governm'.I know have done Con- | 


siderable to Encourage the raiseing of 
Hemp, the makeing of Duck, good linnen 
cloth &c; & if they had at the same 
time obliged such commodities & many 


would greatly tend to prevent the pass. 
ing of such vast Quantities of Bills 
among us, which are now (I suppose 
purely by their multiplicity) become 
but Just half so good as our fornier 
| money, it’s very strange if the wages of 
such as go to warr cant be so propor. 


tioned to other mens advantages as that 
20: 80: or possibly the proportion may 
be 6: or 100 that stay at home cant 
| maintain one to go to warr and pay him 
‘}down. Iam sensible it would be dan 
| gerous at once to make an act that should 
| be so Extensive as to make it appear by 
| what time the whole of the bills now 


others to pay Custom (when Imported) | Extant should be brought in, for by that, 
that do not, it would have done well, | Rich foreseeing men will monopolize 
this would not only help to pay our | their Coffers full, & thereby Extort upon 


charge, but it would also greatly En- | poor people that must pay their Rates, 
courage the making of such things in | therefore let us now begin to pay Every 


this Country for what is made here is as 
good as that which is Imported, would 
command as much as that, when the 
merch* has paid the duty and advanced 
his 350 P cent upon it, & most certainly 
when any commodity is unl" such cir- 
cumstances that two men & a Gov'm' get 
in their Several Capacitys, a living by 
it, another man y* can procure the same 
Commodity without the two latt" encum- 
brances must be greatly Inclined to do 
it. If your patience lasts I would En- 
“tertain “you with one blunder more 
which is.J should think it very proper 


|yeares tax within the year & Involve 
| ourselves no farther for we have as many 
| bills out nowas all this Country can find 
| out how to call in & not Ruin a Consid- 
erable part of the people When bills 
| were first made it should have been s0 
| ordered that yy would have been Equal 
to Silver or it should be enacted y' any 
| public tax whatsoev' might be discharg'd 
by any of the Country produce at Rea- 
sonable Rates or prizes I know it is 
objected that this to make Every Salary 
man a merchant which is very much be- 
side their proper business, but there is 


| 
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not one Salary man in this County but 
by himself or others does much more 
than to dispose of his Salary when paid 
in such things besides the business of 
his oftice & besides I think that man is 
more likely to be a trader who has none 
of the necessaries of life & must take 
mony & Convert it to them all than he 
that has all these things & but little 
mony. 

S. this is the Effects of but one half 
day & any man that knows me will says 
its impossible it should be too valuable 
& if you dont like it all that I desire of 
you is that you would when you go to 
your house of office take it with you & 
defile it so that no man alive will dare 
to read it (for since I dont love to show 
my own Ignorance) in so doing you will 
very much Oblige him who is at all 
times disposed to pay you abundance of 
Hon' & Circumspect Reg’. 

TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 


Docr® Hasrines. 


THE SOLDIERS PETITION. 
Fort Dummer, November 16: 1724. 

D*® Hastines, Sir, We whose Names 
are under writon Being In his majesties 
sarvis at the Block house and suforors 
In want of severall Nasaries that we 
ware used to have concluded to peticion | 
to the generall Cort Now siting at Bos- | 
ton for that foloing things or paticulars | 
that Is to say first that we have Beding 
aLowed us and that we may have suplies | 
of English Goods sent to the fort that | 
we may purches them at a Resonaboll | 
Rate and thirdly that our Drams may be | 
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multiplied which are but three Days in 
a week about half a Jill a Day and for 
the acomplishment of our petition we 
Desire you would Draw or write on to 
this our Blanck within this Letter we 
Being puting it in form 
Intreet you. 
[Endorsed] 
“The Soldiers Petition 
to Doct* Hastings.” 


COL. STODDARD TO CAPT. DWIGHT. 


: N* Hampton Febry 283—1724 

You will see by the within order an 
enlargement of your care, it will be best 
that you give the Gen" directions for the 
Souldiets Duty especially about Scout- 
ing. I have still some Snow-shoes which 
I shall scarcely be rid of this Winter, 
unless they be speedily sent for. 

The Lieu’. Gou*" approves of some 
of the Souldiers taking a march, of 
which I shall write more particularly to 
Lieut". Pomry, I know not whether any 
of the men at the fort incline to goe. 

I am your servant 


Joun Sropparp. 
{ Addressed] 


“To 
Cap‘. Timothy Dwight 
att 
Fort Dummer” 


COL. STODDARD TO CAPT. DWIGHT. 
N‘* Hampion March 17—172+ 
8", 
I receiv’, your’, of the 12" Instant. 
and think it best for Woolcot to goe on 





144 HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. (May, 


the Expedition, for he may divers ways 
be serviceable, moreover I have told the 
men already that he would goe. the 


five of yours will be sufficient. 


Lieut". Pumroy writes to me that he | 


will have ten cannoes ready, but Inas- 


much as more men will goe than was | 
first projected I think it will be necessa- | 


ry that that you provide two cannoes 
with all speed, and if for want of work- 


men or Pitch you cannot finish them, it | 


will be best that they be wrought rough, 
and then sent to Nfield seasonably to 


be finished. We have agreed to have all | 
| [Endorsed] 


the men ready at Deerfield on Monday 
next. I doubt not but your men will 
be fixed seasonably. 
I am your Humble Servant, 
Joun Sropparp. 
[Addressed] 
“To 
Cap’. Timothy Dwight 
att 
fort Dummer.” 
[Endorsed] 
Co"”. Stodd*’s Orders to 
prepare two Canoes. 


COL, STODDARD TQ CAPT. DWIGHT. 
Hatfield, Aprill 21—1725 
S*, there is an Express arrived at Al- 
bany from our Gent™. in Canada, with 
two letters only, one to the Lieut" 
Gov". the other to M’. Philip Schuyler 
of Albany, whereupon Schuyler writes 





to Cap‘. Ashley that our Gent™. desired 
him to let Cap‘. Ashley know, that be. 


| fore their arrival all the Enemy Indians 
Officers of Cap‘. Kellogg’s Company have | 
enlisted twenty men and I suppose that | 
| Ashley would send to me to strengthen 


were gone out to Invade our frontiers, 
and that they likewise desired that Cap’. 


the frontiers on Connectet. River for the 
present Juncture. you will take care 
that the scouting be managed to the best 
advantage for the general safety. 
I am Your Humble Servant 
Joun Sropparp 
[Addressed] 
“To Cap‘. Timothy Dwight 
att 
fort Dummer.” 


“Col Stod*s Letter wt an 
Acco' from Canada” 


PROTEST OF CADWALLADER COL. 
DEN, Jr., AND OTHERS, AGAINST 
THE PROVINCIAL AND CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS, AND A RE- 
PUBLICAN GOVERNMENT. 


Wuereas a number of Persons did on 
the 7th Day of April Inst. meet at 
the Town of New Paltz in this county, 
and did then and there assume to them- 
selves the style, and Title, of Commit- 
tees, elected by the Inhabitants, of the 
several Precincts and Districts, within 
this county, with authority, when col- 
lectively assembled, to elect and appoint 
Deputies to meet in Provincial Congress 
at the City of New York for the purpose 
of nominating, electing and appointing 
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Delegates to meet those of the other 
Provinces on this Continent subject to 
the Dominions of his Britanic Majesty 
our Liege Sovereign at the City of Phila- 
delphia the 10th Day of May next in 
Continental Congress. And whereas the 
said pretended Committees did then and 
there Nominate Charles De Witt, George 
Clinton, and Levi Pauling, Esqrs as their 
Deputies for the purpose aforesaid ; and 
whereas a great Majority of the said 
Persons so presumptuously assuming the 
Style Title and authority of Committees 
as aforesaid, were not duly elected by 
the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
Precincts, and Districts, for which they 
pretended so to have been chosen and 
appointed, but some of them privately 
without any election, or even the Knowl- 
edge of the one Hundreth part of the 
Persons they pretended had constituted 
them. Others by Deceptive arts, after 
having given public notice by advertise- 
ments to the Inhabitants, and appointed 
a day for meeting for the purpose of 
Electing Deputies, But on finding a great 
Majority against the measures, privately 
anticipated the day of their Election by 
preposing to themselves free adhereance 
and declareing they wou’d go as Deputies 
to the Paltz if only three Persons in the 
Precinct chose them. And whereas we 
do profess and acknowledge that we are 
the subjects of his most Excellent Majesty 
George the Third, we are intitled to all 
the Rights, priviliges, and Immunities, 
of Inborn Englishmen, And whereas the 
Honorable House of Assembly our only 
HIST. MAG., VOL. X. 19 
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Legal Representatives have as the faith- 
full Guardians of our Liberties with 
wisdom that will Immortalize their 
Names, taken Constitutional measures 
for obtaining a Redress of our Grive- 
ances, and Reestablishing peace, and 
harmony, between this Country and the 
Parent State, on the Efficacy of which 
we do with fullest confidence rely— 

And whereas the Election of Deligates 
to meet either in Provincial, or Conti- 
nental Congress’s, even conducted with 
that candour, firmness, and Justness, 
which all Elections ought to be, is a 
measure unwarranted by Law, and un- 
known to the British Constitution, re- 
pugnant to the Genius and Spirit there- 
of; subversive of every principal of 
alienated Monarchy, an invasion of the 
rights, and Priveliges, power, and au- 
thority, of the Honorable House of 
Assembly, our Legal Representatives; 
and has a direct tendency to sap, under- 
mine, and destroy, our most Excellent 
Constitution, and Introduce a Republi- 
can Government with its Horrid Con- 
comitants, Faction, Anarchy, and finally 
Tyranny.— 

And Whereas we conceive that such 
measures will only tend to widen instead 
of healing the breach between this 
Country and its Parent State, and bring 
on us all the Calamaties of an unnatural 
Civil War, which will Inevitably termi- 
nate in the Total Abolishing of all our 
Liberties—We do therefore hereby pub- 
licly protest against the same, (That is 
to say) against the proceedings and as- 
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humed authority of the Persons calling 
themselves Deputies when met at the 
Paltz on the Day before mentioned, and 
against any Provincial Conventions, that 
may meet at the City of New York, or 
elsewhere in this Province, as well as 
against all and all manner of proceed- 
ings, Acts, or Deeds, of any Illegal Con- 
gress’s whatsoever,—And we do hereby 
declare that we will not pay any obedi- 
ence to any of their Resolutions, or Llle- 
gal Mandates. But as the faithfull sub- 
jects of a most Fzcellent King, firmly 
attached to our parent State, and the 
British Constitution, will pay obedience 
only to the good and wholesome Laws 
of the Land, and these will at the 
Hazard of our lives support and defend. 

CapwaLaDerR Coppen Jr 

Perer Dv Bors 

Watrer Dv Bors. 

Ulster County 


14th April 1775. 
E. B. O’C 


MEMOIR OF JARED SPARKS, LL. D. 


Tue name of Jarep Sparks is inti- 


mately associated with the historical lit- | 
erature of this country, an@ his public | 


career is one of the most distinguished | 
‘early life was spent upon a farm, and 


in our literary history, presenting many 


characteristics worthy of special notice. | 
'and saw mill. 


| prenticed to a carpenter, where, after 
|two years, his employer relinquished 


His fame was not confined to America, 
but his writings have gained for him a 
reputation in foreign countries. He was 
one of numerous individuals who have 
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risen from humble circumstances to high 
positions. He has exerted a wide and 
beneficent influence ; he has finished 
good work and gained for himself a bri). 
liant renown. Those who represent the 
scholarship, the literary, historical, colle. 
giate, and Christian interests, (and these 
cover a wide space,) uniting the sympa. 
thies and the utterances of eminent, 
faithful, and true men in our communi- 
ty, have awarded to him those tributes 
which give him one of the highest places 
among us. His life commenced ten days 
only after the establishment of the Fed. 
eral Government. Fortunate and wise in 
his early interest in its history, which 
caused him to devote an important por- 
tion of his life to recording, with an im- 
partial hand, the first crisis through 
which his country passed in the Ameri- 
can Revolution, as illustrated in his lives 
of its principal founders—Washington, 
Franklin, and others; and happy in hav- 
ing seen it, before he closed his eyes, 


| emerge in triumph from its second, and, 


it is to be hoped, its last terrible ordeal, 


| he has passed away in peace, in the en- 
| joyment of the merited respect and af- 
| fection of personal friends, and honored 


by all. 
Mr. Sparks was born in Willington, 
Conn., on the 10th of May, 1789. His 


occasionally he was employed in a grist 


He eventually was ap- 


his legal claim upon his time that he 
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might give himself more devotedly to 


study. 
Dr. Ashbel Woodward, of Franklin, 


Conn., author of the life of Gen. Lyon, | 


and a native of the same town, says: 
«He was regarded in his boyhood as a 


thirst for learning, and, while engaged in 
his menial employments, gave all his 
leisure moments to study.” Rev. Hub- 
bel Loomis, the clergyman of the town, 
encouraged and aided him in his stud- 
ies, taught him mathematics, of which 
he was particularly fond, and induced 
him to study Latin. In return for his 
good minister’s kindness and instruction, 
he shingled his barn, thus turning his 
carpenter's knowledge to account. The 
Rev. Abiel Abbot, then of the neigh- 
boring town of Coventry, Conn., and 


when visiting Mr. Loomis, one day, no- 
ticed young Sparks in the chimney cor- 
ner, very intently engaged with his 
books. Mr. Loomis said to Mr. (after- 
wards Dr.) Abbot, in another room, be- 
fore he left, “Did you notice the young 
man in the other room with his books ?” 
“Yes,” replied Mr. Abbot. “He is a 
very remarkable young man,” said Mr. 
Loomis, “ has a great thirst for knowl- 
edge, and ought to be helped to obtain 
a liberal education; I have promised to 
give him two months’ instruction, and 
hope to interest the neighboring clergy 
todo as much for him.” Mr. Abbot, 
always ready on such an occasion, said: 
“Most certainly I will help him; I will 


| there.” 
| Young Sparks was thus secured a schol- 


| should walk.” 
more recently of Peterborough, N. H.,| 





try to do better for him than to give 
him tuition at my own house; I am ac- 
quainted with the trustees of Exeter 
Academy, in New Hampshire, where 
there is a provision for worthy scholars 


| who may be unable to pay their expen- 
lad of great promise. He had intense | 


ses, and I think I can get him a place 
The result was successful. 


arship at the Phillips’ Exeter Academy, 
on a charitable foundation, which pro- 
vided not only education, but a home, 
free of cost. Mr. Abbot went over to 
Willington, after his success, and in- 
formed young Sparks, who, as may well 
be understood, was overjoyed at the good 
news. Mr. Abbot asked him how he 
could manage to get to Exeter. Sparks 
said, “If it were not for my trunk, I 
Mr. Abbot said, “I shall, 
within a few weeks, make a journey to 
Boston and vicinity, with my chaise, and 
if you can get along till that time, I will 
tie your trunk to my axletree and bring 
it to you.” That arrangement was made. 
Soon after, when ready to start, young 
Sparks walked first over to see Mr. Ab- 
bot, at Coventry, and traveled from 
thence to Exeter, all the way on foot. 
This was in 1809. He remained for two 
years under the care of Dr. Benjamin 
Abbot, teaching a school one winter in 


| Rochester, N. H. Among his fellow-stu- 


dents at Exeter were John Gorham Pal- 
frey, afterwards minister of Brattle 


‘Street Church, Boston, and now Post- 


master of that city, who was his class- 
mate at Cambridge, and George Ban- 
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croft, who was later by two years, both 
of whom have since shared with him 


the highest distinction as laborers in the | 


field of American history. 
The intimacy with each other, which 
was formed by these eminent men when 


boys at Exeter, ripened into the most. 


cordial friendship in subsequent life, and 


did not, with the lapse of years, lose its | 
latter place, in 1813, it was invaded by 


freshness and its charm. The dedication, 


by Dr. Palfrey, of one volume of his | 
“History of New England” to his friend, | 


is a touching memorial of their personal 


and literary relations, and is equally | 
-/ ments offered him at this time to finish 
Mr. Sparks entered Harvard in 1811, 
at the age of twenty-two years, a period | 
land drew him back to Cambridge, where 


honorable to the character of both. 


when many of the graduates of Cam- 


bridge have already commenced their | 
|He then taught a classical school for a 
ishort time at Lancaster, Mass., after 
some branches of study he had scarcely a | 
superior, especially in mathematics and | 


professional studies. He at once stood 
high in a class of unusual talent. In 


natural philosophy. In his senior year 


Isaac Newton. This essay is remembered 
among the traditions of the University 


as a master-piece of analytic exposition, | 


philosophical method and lucid and exdct 
statement. His diligence in study, his 
attention to collegiate rules and his ad- 
mirable disposition made him the object 
of general confidence and love, alike with 
his classmates and instructors. Young 
Sparks was assisted by President Kirk: 
land, who understood his merits and his 
circumstances, and who was ever after 





| his warm friend, to a scholarship on en. 


tering college, the resources of which he 
eked out by district-school keeping, a 


portion of the year, in New England, and 


an engagement in the first two years of 
his undergraduate course at a private 
school at Havre-de-Grace, in Maryland, 
to which he was recommended by Presi- 
dent Dwight, of Yale. While in this 


the British troops. He served at that 
time in the militia, and witnessed tie 
conflagration of the town before he left, 
It has been said that there were induce- 


his collegiate course at New Haven. But 
the influence and kindness of Dr. Kirk. 


he graduated in 1815 with high honors, 


which he studied divinity under Dr. Ware, 
at Cambridge. In 1817, he was appointed 


|a tutor in mathematics and natural phi- 
he gained.the Bowdoin prize by his me- | 
moir on the physical discoveries of Sir | 


losophy in the College, discharging these 
duties for two years while pursuing his 
theological studies. As one of the as- 
sociates to whom Mr. Tudor assigned the 
North American Review, he became its 


| working editor—the numbers of that 
| work from May, 1817, to March, 1819, 
| inclusive, were edited by him. Thus, he 


had three distinct labors before him, 
that of tutor in two branches, editor of 
the leading Review of the country, and 
student in theology. 

In May, 1819, he was ordained pastor 


| of a new Unitarian church at Baltimore, 
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Md, which had at that time been re- 
cently established, mostly by natives of 
New England, who had settied in that 
city. One of the most splendid church 
edifices of that day was built for the 
Society. Dr. Channing preached the dis- 
course at the ordination of Mr. Sparks. 
This was a famous discourse, and prob- 
ably caused more remark upon its theo- 
logical views, and more controversy 
grew out of the statement of doctrines 
therein declared, than any other single 
religious discourse in this country ever 
occasioned. It brought Harvard and 
Andover into earnest, but dignified, con- 
troversy, and caused the famous letters 
which passed between Doctors Ware 
and Woods, which were published at 
the time. Mr. Sparks published at this 
time, in Baltimore, his letters on the 
“Comparative Moral Tendency of the 
Unitarian and Trinitarian Doctrines.” 


They were acknowledged to be “a model 
‘of argument, learning, and polemic dex- 


terity.” Dr. Miller, of Princeton, N. J., 
was among Mr. Sparks ’ antagonists, and 
answered these letters. The controversy 
with Dr. Miller had one remarkable 
effect, if no other—that of bringing the 
two parties nearer to each other in their 
personal relations, and increasing their 
mutual confidence and respect. Many 
years after, when Mr. Sparks wanted a 
life of Jonathan Edwards for his “ Amer- 
ican Biography,” he selected Dr. Miller 
as the writer. The latter accepted the 
proposal, and, it is said, was not a little 
surprised at the catholic spirit of Mr. 
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Sparks in publishing the memoir of the 
mighty Calvinist without the alteration 
of a word or syllable. 

Mr. Sparks’ position was an isolated 
one in the denomination. He was sur- 
rounded by opposers of.all other denom- 
inations. Rev. Dr. William E. Wyatt, 
an Episcopal clergyman of his neigh- 
borhood, preached a sermon leveled at 
his doctrines, which led Mr. Sparks, in 
1820, to publish a volume of Letters on 
the Ministry, Ritual and Doctrines of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. In 
1821, as a proof of his worth and stand- 
ing, he was elected Chaplain to the 
House of Representatives. The same 
year he commenced a monthly duo- 
decimo periodical entitled The Unitarian 
Miscellany and Christian Monitor. The 
motto of this work was, “Those Creeds 
are best which keep the very words of 
Scripture; and that Faith is best which 
hath greatest simplicity.”"—Jeremy Tay- 
lor. Three volumes of this publication 
were printed, edited by Mr. Sparks; and, 
subsequently, the work was continued 
through five volumes more, edited by 
Rev. F. W. P. Greenwood, Mr. Sparks’ 
successor at Baltimore. It is a curious 
fact, that the names of four ministers 
who have occupied the Baltimore pulpit 
were Sparks, Greenwood, Furness and 
Burnap—all able men, and, as their 
names indicate, possessing sufficient fire 
and fuel to burn up many evils about 
them, or to kindle a holy fire upon the 
altar at which they ministered. 

Mr. Sparks also commenced, while in 
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Baltimore, editing “ A Collection of Es- 
says and Tracts in Theology, from various 


Authors, with Biographical and Critical | 


Notices.” It was afterwards completed 
at Boston, in 1826, in 12 Nos. making 
six duodecimo volumes. The selections 
were from Wm. Penn, Bishop Hoadley, 
John Hales, Jeremy Taylor, Locke, 
Watts, and a great number of others. 
This plan, though somewhat like Bishop 
Watson’s, was more comprehensive, lib- 
eral, and less formally arranged. Bishop 
Watson, by his order of arrangement, 
attempted to support certain tenets, one 
after another, but Mr. Sparks looked 
more directly to practical Christianity 
and liberal inquiry. In 1823, his health 
becoming impaired by his ministerial 
labors and duties, he resigned his posi- 
tion at Baltimore, after a ministry of 
four years, expressing his earnest desire, 
in his letter of resignation, for the suc- 
cess of the religious views he had 
cherished, and which he believed to be 
most “honorable to God and salutary 
to men.” Mr. Sparks traveled a few 
months in the Western States for his 
health. ; 
In the latter part of the year 1823 he 
returned to Boston, purchased the North 
American Review, and became its sole 
editor from the number for January, 
1824, to April, 1880, making seven years 
and six months in which he was the 
editor and presiding genius of this well- 
known periodical. W. F. Poole, Esq., 
Librarian of the Boston Atheneum, 
who has a complete list of all the writers 


in the North American Review, inforny 
us that it contains mcre than fifty 
articles written by Mr. Sparks. Some 
of these are quite elaborate, and many 
of them of great research, and making 
by themselves, a very extensive contri. 
bution to the solid literature of oy 
country. 

His settlement at Baltimore may be 
considered a successful one in a double 
sense; it was indeed fortunate, for it was 
undoubtedly the near position to Wash. 
ington, with his eminent ability and ex. 
cellent character, which brought him 
into an intimate acquaintance with Chiet- 
Justice Marshall and Judge Washington, 
thus securing for his use the possession 
of all the Washington papers at Mount 
Vernon. He had previously formed the 
purpese of making a collection of all 
the writings of Washington, for publi- 
cation. He, in 1826, had completed a 
personal examination of the revolution- 
ary papers in the public offices of all the 
thirteen original States and the depart- 
ment at Washington. In 1828, he made 
a voyage to Europe for the purpose of 
transcribing documents in the State ar- 
chives at London and Paris. By the 
aid of Sir James Mackintosh, the Marquis 
of Lansdowne, and Lord Holland, in 
England, and La Fayette and the Marquis 
| de Marbois, in France, these archives 
|‘were for the first time opened, for his- 
| torical purposes, to his investigation. 
| In 1829, he returned with a valuable 
‘collection of materials to America 
| After nine years of preparation he com- 
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menced publishing the work in 1834, 
which was completed, in twelve volumes, 
in 1887—the first volume being occu- 
pied with a Life of Washington, which 
was also published separately. 

The work was received with great 
favor here and abroad. It was reviewed 
by Mr. Everett in the North American. 
In France, Guizot edited a selection from 
the correspondence, prefixing to it his 
tighly-prized Introductory Discourse on 
the Character, Influence and Public Ca- 
reer of Washington. In Germany, Von 
Raumer, the historian, prepared an edi- 
tion at Leipsic. 

During Mr. Sparks’ visit to England 
and France, he had also gathered much 
valuable documentary material beside 
what was required in his Life and Writ- 
ings of Washington—especially of the 
Diplomatic Correspondence of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, with which title he, 
by the aid of Congress, published, in 
1829-80, twelve volumes, mostly derived 
from the American State Department, 
omissions being supplied from Mr. 
Sparks’ European and other collections. 
This series consisted of letters of Frank- 
lin, Adams, Jay, Lee, Deane and Dana, 
and other agents abroad, as well as the 
French minister’s, to Congress, during 
the period of the Revolution. 

In 1830, he edited the American Al- 
manac and Repository of Useful Knowl- 
edge. In 1832, he published the Life of 
Governeur Morris. He also commenced 
in 1834 (which was finished in 1888) the 
first series, in ten volumes, of American 











Biography. The second series of Biog- 
raphy, in fifteen volumes, was published 
from 1844 to 1848. To these extended 
undertakings another, with almost equal 
interest with the Washington Papers, 
was added in 1840—the ten volumes of 
Franklin’s writings, with notes and his 
life. Asa proof of the author’s indus- 
try, two hundred and fifty-three of 
Franklin’s letters were there printed for 
the first time, and one hundred and 
fifty-four first brought together from 
scattered publications. The work also 
included numerous letters to Franklin, 
from his distinguished foreign corre- 
spondents. Mr. Sparks also edited from 
the original MSS., which had been in 
his possession, Letters of Eminent Men 
to George Washington. This publica- 
tion appeared, in four volumes, at the 
end of the year 1853. 

“No scholar,” says one who knew him 
well, “in this country has presented a 
more praiseworthy example of industry, 
perseverance and faithful endeavor. No 
degree of labor could divert him from 
the execution of his task. With no 
morbid passion for fame, he was content 
to apply his fine powers to the perform- 
ance of duties which gave him no bril- 
liant prominence in the public eye. 
Amid the glare and rush of American 
life, his career of quiet energy and faith- 


| ful working deserves to be held in grate- 


ful and honorable remembrance.” 

We have taken but a glance at the 
vast labors of Mr. Sparks. His most 
busy and working period seems to have 
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been soon after his return from Europe, 
in 1829. 

Rev. James Freeman Clarke, D. D., 
informs the writer of this article that 
Mr. Sparks lived at that time as a boarder 
at Mrs. Clarke’s, in Ashburton place, 
Boston. He was then in the habit of 
working in his room all day on the Life of 
Washington. The walls of two rooms 
were covered with books from floor to ceil- 
ing, and he gave ten or twelve hours’ solid 
work every day to his studies. For 
weeks together he would not leave the 


house until the evening, when he would | 


go out to call on his friends. This was 
during the two or three years immedi- 
ately preceding his first marriage. " 

Mr. Sparks’ first wife was Frances 
Anne, daughter of William Allen, Esq., 
of Hyde Park, N. Y., to whom he was 
married October 16, 1832. She died of 
consumption, at Hyde Park, July 12, 
1835, leaving one daughter, Maria Ver- 
plank. This daughter died at Cam- 


bridge, January 8, 1846, aged twelve) 


years and four months. Mr. Sparks’ 
second wife was Mary Crowningshield, 
daughter of Hon. Nathaniel Silsbee, of 
Salem, Mass., to whom he was married 
May 21, 1839. Their children now liv- 


ing are Florence, William Eliot (now of | 


the Freshman Class, Harvard College), 
Elizabeth and Beatrice. Mr. Sparks’ own 
death occurred on Wednesday, March 14, 


1866. Rev. R. M. Hodges, of Cambridge, | 


his classmate, writes as follows : 
“T had occasion the other day to make 





character :—Habit of mind.—Logical and 
methodical, the result of his mathemat. 
ical studies. Hence, his opinions and the 
method of presenting them were very 
carefully formed and adopted. Hence, 
also, he seldom wavered or varied from 
his preconceived opinions, and, hence, he 
was disposed to be conservative. The 
result of his controversy with Lor 
Mahon and others shows the carefulness 
of his investigations and the stability of 
his decisions. Imagination and fancy 
were not characteristics of his mind. He 
was methodical and indefatigable in 
every work he had immediately in hand, 

In regard to his affections, he was kind 
and lenient, not easy or free in conversa. 
tion, but comprehensive, and with few 
words illustrating the leading thought 
at the time occupying attention. There 
was not the least rancor or animosity in 
his disposition. As President of the 
College, he set Dr. Kirkland before him 
as his model.” 

The pecuniary assistance that he re- 
ceived he never ceased to be grateful for. 
He, in turn, gave material encourage- 
ment where industry and promise, in 
depressed circumstances, called for it. 
And in the days of his prosperity he re- 
turned to his original benefactors, not 
only the amount of money he had re- 


| ceived from them, but more than the in- 
terest. 


President Lord, of Dartmouth, 
in an address to the students of his 


College, commemorated this honorable 
and grateful act of Mr. Sparks. He never 
out the following synopsis of Mr. Sparks | ceased to do large honor to Rev. Abiel 
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Abbot, D. D., who aided and encouraged 
him in getting an education as before 


stated. 


Mr. Sparks, as President of the Uni- | , 
| did not tell. Finally, one was called for- 


versity, was not in favor of a martinet 
discipline, but wished to govern the Col- 


lege on the basis of confidence—treating | 


the students as gentlemen and men of | 
| I hardly know why I did it; yes, I should 


honor, and expecting them to behave as 


such. But there are always in the Faculty | 
| tutor, as I thought he had not used me 
fairly in some of my recitations.” 


some persons, oftener among the young- 
est members, who have no faith in such 
a course and prefer a system of police, 
turning themselves into detective officers 
for that purpose. 

On one occasion, one of the scholars 
in the institution made a noise somewhat 
derisive to one of the tutors as he was 
coming out from recitation. The tutor 
stated the case to the Faculty, and gave 
the names of several who, if not guilty, 


he thought might know who was. These 
young men were summoned before the 
President, who was requested to ask 
them, one by one, if they made the 


noise or knew who made it? President 
Sparks had previously said to the Fac- 
ulty that they could not expect them 
to inform against their fellows—the 
temptation to falsehood was too great. 
Dr. Sparks addressed them when they 
came before him in substance as fol- 
lows : 

“T have been requested by the Faculty 
to ask you if you made, or know who 
made, the disturbance at the close of 
your recent recitation. I have stated to 
you their request ; but if you know who 
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made the noise, I do not intend to ask 
you to tell.” 

They answered one after another, some 
did not know, some said they knew, but 


ward, who said : 
“T did it myself; I know I ought not 
to have done it; I am sorry that I did it; 


say it was because I did not like the 


He had told the truth, and acknowl- 
edged his fault openly and candidly. 
President Sparks told the Faculty that 
he ought rather to be commended than 
punished, but the tutors outvoted the 
others, and he was suspended... Dr. 
Sparks wrote a note to his father, saying 
that he considered it no dishonor, as 
young men did not often have such an 
opportunity to show themselves so frank 
and noble. 

For the above anecdote I am also in- 
debted to Rev. James Freeman Clarke, 
D.D. 

Mr. Sparks was McLean Professor of 
Ancient and Modern History in Har- 
vard College from 1839 to 1849, and 
from 1849 to 1852 he held the office of 
President of that institution. He was 
engaged, after his resignation, in pre- 
paring a History of the American Revo- 
lution, in which, we believe, he had 
made considerable progress. He in- 
formed the writer of this, some years 
since, that he hardly thought he should 
live to complete it—intimating that he 
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was too far advanced in life to finish it | 
He never al- | 
tue and solid learning. He gave youan 


to his own satisfaction. 
lowed any thing to go from his hands in 
an unfinished state. 

No one was more delighted in encour- 
aging the young. The trials of his 
young days had proved him, and wher- 
ever he could he bestowed in kind words 
or charitable deeds such favors as he had 


himself received amid the stern experi- | 


ences of his youth. 

Dr. Sparks was extremely kind and 
liberal in imparting any special informa- 
tion, if desired by others, and in the loan 
of books, papers and documents to those 
pursuing any particular branch of knowl- 
edge or history which he only might 
have, and which may have cost him great 
labor and expense. He gave his counte- 
nance and encouragement in the origi- 
nal establishment of the Historica, 
Macazine. He selected the name from 
a large number submitted to him, and 
added the remaining words of the title 
as now borne upon the cover. He sub- 
scribed for it in the commencement, and 
his subscription is paid to January, 1867. 

Dr. Sparks was noble in person, digni- 
fied in bearing, graceful, exact and solid 
in his public address and private con- 
versation, and pleasant, engaging and 
cordial in demeanor. He was revered 
and loved by all who knew him. The 
consciousness that you were in a superior 
presence was immediately forgotten by 
the influence of his most affable and 
Christian courtesy, and when you left him, 
you felt that you were, or at least that 


you ought to be,a better person. He jp. 
spired you with a love of inflexible vip. 


elevated view of humanity, and cause 
you to think better of its possibilities 
and more of its charities. Mr. Webster 
said in his address at the completion 
of Bunker Hill Monument: “ America 
has furnished to the world the character 
of Washington! And if our American 
institutions have done nothing else, that 
alone would have entitled them to the 
respect of mankind. * * * This 
structure,” placing his great dark eyes 
most expressively high up on the monv- 
ment, “by its uprightness, its solidity, 
its durability, is no unfit emblem of his 
character. His public virtues and pub. 
lic principles were as firm as the earth 
on which it stands, his personal motives 
as pure as the serene heaven in which 
its summit is lost.” 

Dr. Sparks’ character, in its founda 
tion, in the principles of its composition, 
and the simplicity and massiveness of 


| its structure, was not unlike that of his 
beloved Washington, and Mr. Webster's 


emblem is a fit one for both. 


LIST OF MR, SPARKS’ WORKS. 


The Life of John Ledyard, the Amer 
ican Traveler. 12mo. Cambridge, 182%. 

Inquiry into the Comparative Moral 
Tendency of Trinitarian and Unitarian 
Doctines. 8vo. Boston, 1823. 

Letters on the Ministry, Ritual and 
Doctrines of the Protestant Episcopal 


Church. 2d Edition. 12mo. Boston, 1844 
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A Collection of Essays and Tracts in 
Theology. Nos. I. to XII. April, 1823— 
March, 1826. 6 vols. 12mo. Boston, 
1823-26. 

An Account of the Manuscript Papers | 
of George Washington, which were left 
by him at Mount Vernon; with a Plan 
for their Publication. 8vo, pp. 24. Bos. 
ton, 1827. 

The Life of Governeur Morris. With 
Selections from his Correspofidence. 
8 vols. 8vo. Boston, 1832. 

Sermon Preached in the Hall of the 
House of the Representatives, March 3, 
1822, on the Death of Hon. William | 
Pinkney. 8vo, pp. 15. Washington, 1822. 

Diplomatic Correspondence of the 
American Revolution. 12 vols. 8vo. 
Boston, 1829~30. 

The Library of American Biography. | 
Conducted‘ by Mr. Sparks. First Series. 
10 vols. 16mo. Boston, 1838—39. 

The Library of American Biography. | 
Second Series. 15 vols. 12mo. Boston, | 
1852. | 

In the two series of Biography there | 
are fifty-two lives written by various | 
popular authors, and eight (making 
sixty in all) are from Mr. Sparks’ own 
pen). Those written by Mr. Sparks are | 
Benedict, Arnold, Ethan Allen, Father | 
Marquette, De la Salle, Count Pulaski, | 
Joh Ribault, Charles Lee, and a reprint 
of the Life of Ledyard. | 

The American Almanac and Reposi- | 
tory of Useful Knowledge, for the Year 
1830. This number was edited by Mr. 
Sparks, thus establishing the work, which 
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was afterwards continued by others to 
the year 1861. The National Almanac 
of Philadelphia now takes its place. 

The Writings of George Washington, 
with a Life of the Author. Notes and 
Illustrations. 12 vols. 8vo. Boston, 
1839. 

The Works of Benjamin Franklin; 
with Notes, and a Life of the Author. 
10 vols. 8vo. Boston, 1840. 

Letter to Lord Mahon; being an 
Answer to his Letter addressed to the 
Editor of Washington’s Writings. 
pp. 48. Boston, 1852. 

Reply to the Strictures of Lord Ma- 
hon and others, on the Mode of Editing 
the Writings of Washington. 8vo, pp. 35. 


8vo, 


Cambridge, 1852. 


Remarks on a “ Reprint of the Original 
Letters from Washington to Joseph 
Reed,” &c. 8vo, pp. 48. Boston, 1553. 


Illustrations of the Principal Events 


in the Life of Washington. 4to. 1842. 

Life of Washington; Abridged. 2 vols. 
12mo. 

Correspondence of the American Rev- 
olution; being Letters of Eminent Men 
to George Washington. 4 vols. 8vo. 
Boston, 1853. 

Unitarian Miscellany. Baltimore, 1821- 
1823. 3 vols. 

North American Review. 15 vols. 
In this work he has written over fifty 
articles. 

‘Several of the above works were 
translated into different languages. There 
were various contributions to other peri- 
odicals and works not here enumerated ; 
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and it is quite possible this list does not 
comprehend all his works. Several of 
the above have been republished, and 
some several times. 

Some appreciation of the extent of 


his literary labors may be attained by a | 


statement of the fact, that more than six 
hundred thousand copies of his books have 
been printed. ' W. RD. 


Potes and Queries. 
NOTES. 


Massacuuserts Exection Sermons.— | 
The election sermon for the current 
year, by Rev. Alonzo H. Quint, of New | 
Bedford, contains a list of the preachers 
of election sermons, as far as known, | 
from the settlement of the colony to the 
present time. 


Similar lists were pub- 
lished as appendices to the sermons of 
Rev. Samuel Deane, D.D., of Portland, 
1794; of Rev. David Osgood, D.D., of 
Medford, 1809 ; of Rev. Andrew Bigelow, 
D.D., of Taunton, 1886, and Rev. John 
Pierce, D.D., of Brookline, 1849. The 
earliest election sermon of which there 
is any record is that of Rev. John Cot- 
ton, of Boston, 1634. The earliest 
printed sermon known to be in exist- 
ence is that of Rev. John Norton, of 
Boston, 1661, of which there is a copy in 
the library of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society; the next is that of Rev. 
John Higginson, of Salem, 1663, of which 
there are several copies. 

The preacher of the earliest election 
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sermon, now living, is Rev. William 
Allen, D.D., then of Pittsfield, now of 
Northampton, in 1813, or fifty-three years 
ago. He isthe author of the well-known 
biographical dictionary. The next living 
preacher is Rev. William Jenks, D.D., of 
Boston; and after him are Rev. William 
B. Sprague, D.D., of West Springfield, 
now of Albany, N. Y., 1825; Rev. Orville 
Dewey, D.D., of New Bedford, 1826; Rev. 
James Walker, D.D., of Charlestown, 
since President of Harvard College, 
1828, and Rev. Leonard Withington, 
| D.D., of Newbury. Most of the later 
| preachers are living. 

Mr. Quint, in his appendix, gives lists 
of the election sermons in the libraries 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Harvard College, the Boston Atheneum, 
| the American Antiquarian Society, New 
'England Historical Genealogical So- 

ciety, and the American Congrega- 
tional Association. Perhaps some of 
your readers may be able to furnish 
lists of those in other libraries, public 
| or private. 





Meno. 


“Otp Bosron.”—The Journal recently 
| contained an inquiry respecting a model 
of the town of Boston as it was in 1800, 
which is thus answered in a later date 
of the same paper by an occasional writer 
for the Waltham Free Press, living in 
Watertown: 

“Fifty years ago—say about 1816—a 
'young friend of mine owned such an 
| article as you refer to. A tolerably large 


| chest was filled with small model blocks, 


| 
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tion of some one house, or store, or 


church, in its precise color, form, &c., | 
showing windows, doors, steps, chim- | 


neys—all so exactly and so carefully 


made and painted that it must have re- | 


quired much time, artistic skill and im- 
mense patience to have perfected it. 

“We used to find an occasional even- 
ing’s amusement in setting up (on the 
table) a few principal streets. It was, I 
understand, the work of an ingenious 
French lady. ; 

«The owner of that property (of course 
fifty years older) is now a respectable 
Boston merchant, S. C. T., office over the 
Bank of the Republic, State street. 

“Very respectfully, James Suarp.” 
Boston Transcript. 


Error in Wirt’s Henry.—The follow- 
ing error occurs on page 433, Wirt’s Life 
of Patrick Henry (5th Ed., N. Y. Me- 
Elrath & Bangs, 1832): 

“The historian to whom I allude is 
Mrs. Mary Warren, who is said to be the 
widow of the celebrated General Warren, 
the hero of Bunker’s Hill.” 

Mrs. Mary Warren was the, wife of 
James Warren, sometimes styled General 
from the circumstance of his having 
once (1775) held the office of Paymaster 
General of the Army. 

The wife of General Joseph Warren, 
“the hero of Bunker’s Hill,” was Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Richard Hooton, a Bos- 
ton merchant. She died in 1778. 


J. F., Jr. 
New Rochelle, Westchester Co., March 19th, 1866. 
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entation cence mannie pihiidimniapmaemaammatines 
and each block was an exact representa-| Femate Farmers.—The following is 


from the New England Courant for 
September 5, 1776: 

“Philadelphia, August 27. Since the 
departure of the able bodied men from the 
forks of Brandywine in Chester County, 


| on the service of their country, the patri- 
otic young women, to prevent the evil that 


would follow the neglect of putting in 
the fall crop in season, have joined the 
ploughs and are preparing the fallows 
for the seed, and should their fathers, 
brothers and lovers be detained abroad 
in defense of the liberties of these States, 
they are determined to put in the crop 
themselves, a very laudable example, 
and highly worthy of imitation.” 
W. D. 


QUERIES. 


Carteret.—Among the papers in the 
Secretary of State’s office, Albany, is a 
certificate that Philip Pipon, Esq., of the 
Island of Jersey, married Mrs. Elizabeth 
De Carteret, daughter of the Hon. James 


| De Carteret and of Frances Delavall, 11th 


November, 1699, and had the following 
named children: James, bapt. 1st Oc- 
tober, 1700; Elias, bapt. 22d Nov., 1702; 
Delavall (a dau.), bapt. 14th May, 1704; 
Louise, bapt. 26th March, 1707; Jeane, 


| bapt. 10th March, 1709 ; Philip, bapt. 22d 


July, 1711; John, bapt. 5th Aug. 1716. 
Mrs. Elizabeth De Carteret, aforesaid, 
was buried in the church of St. Brelade, 
in the Island of Jersey, on the 11th No- 
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* vember, 1720. The above entries are | 


extracted from the registers of the par- 
ishes of St. Helier and St. Brelade, Jer- 
sey, and are certified as correct by 
Thomas Le Breton, Dean of Jersey, 
2ist June, 1721. 

As these facts may be somehow con- 
nected with the history of New Jersey, a 
place is requested for them in the Hist. 
Mag. E. B. O’C. 


It may be that some of the readers of 
the Magazine can give a sufficient reason 
why anerroneous date is allowed to stand 
on the monument at Sudbury, Massa- 
chusetts? The monument was erected 
in 1852, to replace an old one, and is in 
memory of the bloody engagement there 
between the English and Indians, in 
King Philip’s war. The date of the sur- 
prise and slaughter of Capt. Wadsworth, 
and some fifty men, was put upon the old 
monument as having happened April 
18th, 1676. Now has it not been clearly 
shown that it was on April 21st? Also 
how the error occurred? Inthe WN. Eng. 
Hist. & Gen. Register for 1853, pages 
221-224, the error is exposed and ex- 
plained, and yet the false date still dis- 
figures the monument. Was it not taken 
for granted that the old date was correct, 
without any investigation, when the new 
one was put up? INVESTIGATOR. 

Pontiac’s Mepat.—I have in my pos- 
session a medal taken from the grave of 
Otussa (a son of the celebrated Pontiac) 
on Presque Isle, at the mouth of the 
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Maumee River. Otussa, during his life. 
time, valued this medal highly for having 
been worn by his illustrious father. The 
medal is of silver, and two inches in 
diameter, bearing on its obverse a bust 
of George III.; legend, “ Georgius IIL 
Dei Gratia.” On the reverse, a lion, ina 
recumbent posture, complacently watch- 
ing a barking cur. In the background, 
immediately behind the lion, are houses, 
and all the evidences of civilization. In 
the background, immediately behind the 
cur, seems to be an unbroken wilderness, 
Can any of your readers explain these 
devices ? H. H. 
Toledo, Ohio, March 27, 1860. 


“ Bay or Funpy.”—What was the origin 
of this name ? 

This bay was explored by Champlain 
in 1604, and named by him “ Baye Fran- 
cois,” and so appears on the French maps. 

On Bowles’ English map, published at 
London, 1715, it is called “ Fundi Bay.” 

On Jeffries’ map, published at London, 
1775, it is called “Bay of Fundy, or 
Argal,” probably in commemoration of 
Capt. Argal, who came from Virginia in 
1613 and destroyed the French settle. 
ments at Mount Desert, in Maine, and 
Annapolis and Saint Croix, about the 
Bay of Fundy. 

On Senex’s map, published at London, 
1710, it is called “French Bay.” 

E. L. HL 


It is said, in Mr. Allibone’s Dictionary 
of Authors, that there was published in 
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Dublin, in 1755, a Narrative of the Cap- 
tivity of Dudley Bradstreet among the | 
Indians, and that said Bradstreet was | 
taken from Andover in 1698, his resi- | 
dence at that time. Can anyone give us | 
a more extended account of that work? | 
In Abbot’s History of Andover, page | 
19, we find that “in 1698 the Indians | 
made an assault on Andover, took Dudley | 
Bradstreet and his family prisoners, car- | 
ried them about fifty rods, and dismissed | 
them,” &c. Now a question naturally | 
arises—how much of a book could be, or | 
was, made out of such a captivity ? 


8.G.D. | 


In Mr. Lauman’s Biography of Con- 
gress, there is an unpardonable error | 
respecting the origin of the name of 
Rhode Island. It has been so often cor- 
rected in years past, that it seems strange 


so accurate a compiler was not cognisant 
of it. Nothing further is needed for the 
regular readers of the Magazine, but for 
the benefit of casual readers I will refer 
to sources of first-class authorities, where 
the origin of Rhode Island will be found 
accurately given: Egbert Benson’s valu- 
able little Memoir; Moulton’s Hist. of New 
York; Brodhead’s and O’Cdllaghan’s 
Histories ; but especially Mr. Arnold’s 
History of Rhode Island. Noxsuow. 


“A Lerrer From a GENTLEMAN IN Con- 
NECTICUT TO HIS FRreND In New York.”—A 
pamphlet with this title was printed 
[in New York?] in 1760 or 1761. It 
was answered by another, entitled, “A 
Regulator tor Crazy Will’s Death-Watch,” 


| 
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&c. Can any collector or bibliographer 
inform me where a copy of the “ Letter” 
may be seen, or give me its full title and 
imprint? 


Hartford, Conn. J. HL T. 


Puacentia Istanps.—There are several 
small islands lying south of Mount Desert 
Island, on the coast of Maine, called the 
Placentia Islands. What is the origin 
of this name ? 

This name appears on Des Barre’s map, 
published by the English Admiralty 


about 1780. E. L. H. 
Bangor, March, 1866. 


The Narragansett Club are desirous of 
looking at a volume (or tract) printed in 
London in 1648. Can you give us any 
information? It is entitled “ Apolo- 
getical Narration,’ and was published 
by Thomas Godwin, Sidrach Simpson, 
and others representing the Independ- 
ents at the Westminster Assembly of 
Divines. G. T. P. 


TARANTEENS, T'ARRENTINES.—W hat wri- 
ter first applied this name to the north- 
ern or north-eastern Algonkins? Where, 
and in what connection, is it first found 


in print ? J. H. T. 


REPLIES. 


Anne Hurtcninson (H. M. 10, p. 121), 
was murdered by the Indians in the 
latter part of September, 1643, at her 
residence on Pelham Neck, Westchester 
County, New York. The small stream 
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that divides the town of Pelham from 
the town of Eastchester, was then, and 
still is known as Hutchinson’s River. 
Hubbard’s History N. E. (Mass. Hist. 
Soc., Coll. Vol. 6, p. 345, second series ); 
Hutchinson’s Hist. Mass., Vol. 1, p. 72; 


Winthrop’s Hist. N.E., Vol. 2, p. 186; | 


Welde’s Rise and Reign of the Antino- 
mians; O’Callaghan’s Hist. New Nether- 
lands, Vol. 1, p. 287; Bolton’s History 
Westchester Co., Vol. 1, p. 513, &c.; 
Brodhead’s Hist. N. Y., Vol. 1, pp. 366, 


367; Drake’s History of Boston, 228; | 


Drake’s Book of the Indians, 132, 133 
(eleventh edition). 

See also Hubbard’s Indian Wars, Vol. 
1, p. 18 (Drake’s edition, 1865), where 
the following note occurs: 

“The melancholy fate of this unfortu- 
nate lady and her family appears to have 
been early known in Massachusetts, while 
the full particulars of it have but re- 
cently appeared. These lay locked up 
in the Dutch records, in the form of de. 
positions, until within a few months, but 
have been translated by Dr. E. B. O’Cal- 


laghan, to whom we are, in other respects, 


much indebted.” 
The undersigned has the highest au- 


thority for stating that the intimation | 
thus thrown out by Mr. Drake is based | 


on a mistaken estimate of some of the 
learned doctor’s recent translations from 
the Dutch Records, relating to the Dutch 
and Indian war. 
close no “ particulars” of the time, place, 
or manner of Anne Hutchinson’s death 
not to be found in Mr, Drake’s own valu- 


These translations dis- | 


| able contributions to the history of the 
| affair. 


J. F., Jr. 
New Rochelle, Westchester Co., N.Y., 
April 16, 1866. 


| Dr. Krarrsir (H. M. Vol. x, No. 8). He 
died at Morrisania, N. Y., May 7, 1860, 
| Tadd: He was born at Szomolnok, 
| county of Zips, Hungary, Jan. 28, 1804; 
| graduated at Pesth, as M. D., 1825; was 
surgeon in the Polish army, 1831; de. 
'spairing of the Polish cause, came to 
America, 1833; taught with success in 
Maryland, Virginia and Massachusetts; 
'studied chiefly comparative philology, 
| and published one or two works on it. He 
| was a man of considerable literary and 
'scientific attainments and much ori- 
| ginality. These facts are from an 8yo 
pamphlet biography of Dr. K., without 
| date or place, but probably New York, 
/1860, in the New York Mercantile 


Library. 


Societies and their Proceedings. 


ARIZONA. 

Arizona Historicat Soorstry.—A meeting of this 
society was held in Prescott on the 5th inst., the 
| President, Hon. Richard C. McCormick, in the chair. 

The following resolutions were adopted regarding 
the death of the Hon. Gilbert W. Hopkins, viz. : 

Resolved, That we record with deep regret the death, 








| at the hands of the barbarous Apache, of our fellow- 
| member, Hon. Gilbert W. Hopkins, Vice-President 
| of this society from Pima county, and member of 
| the first Legislative Assembly of the Territory. 
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- Resolved, That his zealous efforts asa pioneer in 
the development of the resources of the Territory, 
and in the preservation of its history, as shown in his 
lively interest in the establishment of this society, 
entitle him to our grateful recollection, and that in 
his untimely demise this society has lost a valuable 
friend and officer, and the Territory an intelligent, 
upright and useful citizen. 

Resolved, That we will wear the customary badge 
of mourning for thirty days, in accordance with the 
provision of the by-laws of this society. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to 
therelatives of the deceased at Ravenswood, New York, 
and that they be published in the Arizona Miner. 


The officers of the society since its organization 
were re-elected, excepting that, owing to the abseuce 
of W. Claude Jones, Hon. Henry A. Bigelow was 
made Corresponding Secretary, and Hon. Coles Bash- 
ford was chosen Vice-President from Pima county, 
in place of Mr. Hopkins. Messrs. Giles, Bigelow 
and Bidwell, were appointed a committee to consider 
the propriety of a union of the society with the Pio- 
neer Society, recently organized, as the objects of the 
two organizations are much alike. 

The Historical Society was chartered by the First 
Legislative Assembly, Act approved November 7, 
1864. It was organized in the same month. Its seal 
is a representation of Casas Grandes on the Gila, the 
best preserved ruin in Arizona, with the sun rising, 
and the motto “ Only a shadow remains.”” The offi- 
cers of the society for 1866 are: 

President, Richard C. McCormick ; Vice-Presidenis, 
Coles Bashford, of Pima county; Thomas J. Bidwell, 
of Yuma county ; William Walter, of Mohave county; 
Capt. A. L. Anderson, U. 8. A., of Yavapai county ; 
Octavius D. Gass, of Pah-Ute county; Corresponding 
Secretary, Henry A. Bigelow; Recording Secretary, 
James S. Giles ; Treasurer, James Garvin; Librarian, 
Capt. Charles A. Curtis, U. 8. A. Directors, Norman 
8. Higgins and Ammi S. White, of Pima county ; 
Herman Ehrenberg and Richard Gird, of Yuma 
county; Edward D. Tuttle and Samuel Todd, of 
Mohave county; Henry A. Bigelow and King 8. 
Woolsey, of Yavapai county; Amos Gustin and 
Thomas 8. Smith, of Pah-Ute county.—Arizona 
Miner, Jan. 24th. 
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AMERICAN STATISTICAL ASSOCIATION. 


American Sratisticat Association.—Boston, Fri- 
day, April 20. A quarterly meeting was held this 
afternoon ; the President, Edward Jarvis, M.D., in the 
chair. ; 

The death of Jared Sparks, LL.D., a resident 


member of the association since 1849, was an- 


nounced, and resolutions of respect to his memory 
were passed. 

The President, in behalf of E. B. Elliott, Esq., 
Secretary of the United States Revenue Commission, 
presented a copy of a new life-table for Prussia, 
constructed by Mr. Elliott, while in Europe, with a 
statement of the data from which the same was de- 
rived, and also a description of the processes and 
methods of calculation adopted. 

The processes are, to a certain extent, novel and 
summary ; and, although brief, are possessed of all 
the scientific accuracy and completeness of the 
larger and more tedious processes commonly fol- 
lowed in the construction of similar tables. This 
life-table is said by Dr. Engel, of Berlin, the ac- 
complished and eminent chief of the Statistical 
Bureau of Prussia, to be the second ever constructed 
for that country. The earlier table was also com- 
puted by Mr. Elliott, and has been published at 
length, with the proceedings of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science, at Albany, 
N. Y., in 1856. 

On motion of Rev. Rufus Anderson, D. D., the 
thanks of the association were presented to Mr. 
Elliott, and his document was referred to the Pres- 
ident for disposal. 

Dr. Jarvis gave statistics showing the proportion, 
in different countries, of persons of different periods 
of life that survive and pass to the next period. He 
also gave the order of ratios of death, from specific 
causes, in different States of the Union. ; 

Hon. Samuel H. Walley read a paper showing that 
the effect on the industrial interests of the State by 
raising the legal rate of interest from six to seven per 
cent. would be beneficial. 

The President made remarks upon the same sub- 


ject, concurring in the views of Mr. Walley, as did 
also J. Wingate Thornton, Esq., and Ebenezer Alden, 
M.D, 
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Boston Numismatic Socrety.—Boston, March 1st. 
The regular monthly meeting was held this afternoon 
at the usual hour. The President read a letter from 
the Secretary, Mr. Appleton, dated Jerusalem, Dec. 
21, 1865. Mr. Pratt exhibited a beautiful gold coin 
of the Emperor Nero, having on the obverse a head 
to the right, with the legend “‘ Nero Cesar Avgvstvs,”’ 
and on the reverse, the figure of Safety, and the 
legend “ Salvs.” 


Mr. Fowle exhibited a large and very elegant col- 
lection of Greek and Roman gold and silver coins, 
two hundred and fifty-eight in number. They were 
of various classes and sizes, from the earliest Greek 
autonomous coins to the rude pieces of the later 
Roman empire : staters, tetradrachms, denarii, obolli, 
&e. Among them were five fine darics of Arsaces, 
coins of the Ptolemies, the Antiochi, Demetrius, 
Soter, Lysimachus, Philip, and Alexander the Great. 
One denarius of Vespasian, with the figure of Judea 
Capta on the reverse, and the legend “ Ivdea;” 
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Boston Numismatic Socrsty.—The regular month. 
ly meeting of this society was held April 12th. The 
President reed a letter from the Secretary, dated 
Naples, March 14th, containing an account of some 
of the coins he had recently procured, and some of 
the foreign collections he had visited. A collection 
of Confederate paper money and postage stamps was 
exhibited, being a present to the society from Mr. R. 
Alonzo Brock, of Richmond, Va. A copy in bronze 
of the medal struck by order of Gen. Butler, for 


presentation to the colored troops, was received from 
Mr. Charles W. Kennard, of this city. The following 
is a description of the medal: On the obverse, two 


colored soldiers storming a fort; legend, Ferro iis 
Libertas Perveniet. In the exergue, U.S. Colored 
Troops. On the reverse, within a wreath of oak 
leaves, Campaign before Richmond, 1864 ; legend, 
Distinguished for Courage. 

Dr. Green exhibited three beautiful silver medals, 
the “ Libertas Americana :” one of Columbus, struck 
at Genoa, 1846 ; ‘and one the Emperor Nicholas of 


Russia, 1826. Also a set of the Pine Tree money, and 


another coin with the lotus on it, and many others, | a cent of 1799, in perfect condition. Dr. Lewis exhib- 


possessing a peculiar interest from curious designs 
or delicate workmanship, attracted much attention. 
They were all in as perfect a condition as possible, 
and many of them were exceedingly rare and valuable. 
They were too numerous, however, to admit of a 
detailed description. 

Dr. Green exhibited one of the Washington medals 
struck to commemorate the evacuation of Boston. 
It was in silver, and particularly valuable from its 
having been struck from the original die. 

Mr. Davenport, who had just returned from Phila- 
delphia, where he had been acting as one of the assay 
committee at the mint, exhibited a proof set of the 
silver and copper coins for this year. By the fifth 
section of the Act of Congress of March 3, 1865, the 
Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, was authorized to place upon 
all the gold and silver coins of the United States, 
susceptible of such addition, thereafter to be issued, 
the motto, “ In God we Trust”’ (Finance Report, 1865, 
p- 282). This recognition of the nation’s trust in 
God accordingly appears in this manner, for the first 
time, on these silver coins, though it had already 
been placed on the two-cent piece of bronze alloy. 


ited some elegant medals, principally of silver and 
bronze. Among these were two very rare Cromwell 
medals in silver; a large bronze one of Pius IX. (siz 
26), struck in commemoration of the rebuilding of 
the Basilica of St. Paul, outside the walls of Rome, 
Dec., 1854, and having on the reverse a magnificent 
view of the interior of that imposing edifice ; another 
bronze medal with the Cathedral of Strasbourg on 
the reverse ; a beautiful gilt one of Thorvaldsen, of 
the most delicate workmanship ; and a very curious 
old Venetian medal. The latter is of oxidized copper 
(size 28), and has on the obverse a man’s head, with 
long, flowing hair; on the reverse the Lion’s head 
of St. Mark, and this legend stamped in: “ P. Lon- 
bardi opus MCCCCXCIX.” 

Mr. Pratt exhibited some gold coins, Principally 
Greek and English. Among the latter were a half 
noble of Richard IT., a Scotch laurel and a Scotch 
sword and sceptre piece 1601, of James I. (VI. of 
Scotland), a two-guinea piece and a half guinea, 1734, 
of George IIL., a guinea of George III., 1769, anda 
proof sovereign of George IV. There was also 4 
Dutch ducat of 1745, and an Ecu d’or of Francis I. 
of France. 
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The President presented to the society five medals, 
‘and three copies, two of the Confederatio cent and 
one of the rare Connecticut cent of 1737. 

Mr. James H. Taylor, of Charleston, 8S. C., was 
unanimously elected'a corresponding member of the 


society. 


Massacausetts Historica, Socrery.—The annual 
meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society was 
held on Thursday, the 12th of April, the President, 
the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

The Hon. Horace Gray, Jr., the Chairman of the 
Standing Committee, read the annual report of that 
committee. 

Mr. Thomas C. Amory, the Librarian, read his re- 
port, Dr. Samuel A. Green, the Cabinet-keeper, read 
his report, and the Treasurer, the Hon. Richard 
Frothingham, presented his report in print. 

The Hon. Solomon Lincoln, from the Nominating 
Committee, reported the following list of officers for 
the ensuing year, which was adopted by the Society 
(Judge Gray and Dr. Ellis retiring from the Stand- 
ing Committee, having served the appointed time). 

For President—Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, LL.D. 

For Vice-Presidents—Col. Thomas Aspinwall, A.M.., 
Hon. John C. Gray, LL.D. 

For Recording Secretary—Charles Deane, A. M. 

For Corresponding Secretary—Rev. Chandler Rob- 
bins, D.D. 

For Treasurer—Hon. Richard Frothingham, A.M. 

For Librarian—Thomas C. Amory, A.M. 

For Cabinet-keeper—Samuel A. Green, M.D. 

For Standing Committee—Leverett Saltonstall, 
A.M., Charles Folsom, A.M., Amos A. Lawrence, 
A.M., Henry W. Torrey, A.M., Samuel Eliot, LL.D. 


Massacuusetts Historica, Socizty—Trisvre To 
Jarep Sparks.—A special meeting of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society was held April 3d, in com- 
memoration of their late distinguished associate and 
Vice-President, Jared Sparks. The number of mem- 
bers present was unusually large. The following 
resolutions, by authority of the Standing Committee, 
were presented by the President, Mr. Winthrop, who 
introduced them by an appreciative and eloquent 
tribute to the character of the deceased. 

Resolved, That in the death of Jared Sparks this 
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Society has lost one of its most valued and distin- 
guished members, whose private virtues and whose 
literary achievements have alike entitled him to our 
respect and admiration. 

Resolved, That the’ contributions of our lamented 
associate to the history of our country have been 
exceeded in amount and value by those of no other 
man among the living or the dead, and that we can- 
not doubt that posterity will confirm the judgment of 
Irving and Everett in pronouncing him “one of the _ 
greatest benefactors of American literature.” 

Resolved, That the President be requested to nom- 
inate one of our number to prepare a memoir of Dr. 
Sparks for our next volume of proceedings. 

The resolutions were seconded by Hon. John C. 
Gray, who also addressed the meeting ; and he was 
followed by Prof. Parsons, a classmate of Mr. Sparks, 
by Hon. Chas. G. Loring, Col. Aspinwall, Rev. Dr.. 
Ellis, Mr. Savage, Dr. Peabody, Prof. Bowen and 
Rev. Mr. Waterston. é 

Letters from Mr. George Ticknor and from Mr. 
Francis Parkman, who were prevented by illness 
from being present to join in tributes to their late 
associate and friend, were read to the meeting. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

A copy of the admirable bust of President Sparks, 
by Powers, found a place in the room, among other 
memorials of a like nature; and a copy of eack of 
his works, representing his written and editorial la- 
bors (numbering over one hundred volumes) was ex- 
hibited upon the table. 


New Encuianp Historic-GEneaLocicat Socrrty.— 
Boston, April 4th. The regular monthly meeting of 
this society was held this afternoon, Dr. Winslow 
Lewis in the chair. Since the last meeting there 
have been received as donations: Bound volumes, 
82; pamphlets, 205; manuscripts, 8; and several 
portraits and pictures. 

Wm. B. Trask, the historiographer, read a bio- 
graphical sketch of Wm. Bowers Bradford, who died 
in Boston, April 16, 1865, aged 77 years, of Jared 
Sparks, LL.D., who died in Cambridge, March, 14, 
1866, resident members; and of Alfred Louis Baury, 
D.D., a corresponding member, who died in Boston, 
December 26, 1865, aged 71 years. 

Rev. Elias Nason, read an eloquent and able paper 
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on the bearing of America upon the great French 
revolution, and the relations of America to France 
during that tremendous struggle for liberty. He gave 
a vivid picture of the labors and influence of Silas 
Deane, Dr. Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Joel Barlow, 
Thomas Paine, and J. P. Brissot, in behalf of popu- 
lar government in France; defending the course of 
the first-named gentleman from the aspersions of his- 
torians, and stating the fact that the preliminary 
articles of the National Assembly of France were 
drawn up under the eye of Thomas Jefferson. 

After sketching the subsequent train of events 
through the revolution, and the part Wm. Foster 
(who lately died in Boston, at the age of over 90), 
Joel Barlow, Thomas Paine and others took in them, 
the speaker referred to the prospective grandeur of 
America, the march of liberal principles at homeand 
abroad, to the probability that though America 
' wielded great influence in the old, she would of ne- 
cessity exercise a still more potent one in the new 
French revolution which in the course of time is sure 
sooner or later to come. 

Dr. Lewis presented to the society various exceed- 
ingly valuable documents from France, written upon 
vellum, containing the autographs of Francis I, 1517, 
Francis Duc d’Anjou; Henry III., 1585; Louis XIII., 
1618; Louis XIV., 1745; Louis XV., 1779; and 
Louis XVI., 1779 to 1792. 
connection with the eloquent paper of Mr. Nason, as 


These documents, in 


it were, transported the audience to the very time and 
scenes of the history of France and the revolution 
there. 

Hon. E. L. Hamlin of Bangor exhibited a very an- 
cient brass box, recently found in Maine, with various 
Dutch characters engraved upon it. 

Frederic Kidder, Rev. Frederic A. Whitney and 
Gen. Adin B. Underwood were chosen a committee 
upon the date of the Sudbury fight, April, 1676. 

Resolutions were passed upon the death of Dr. 
Sparks and Rev. Martin Moore, recently deceased, 
members of the society. 

The thanks of the society were voted to Rev. Mr. 
Nason for his eloquent paper, and to Dr. Lewis for 
his donation of rare and valuable manuscripts. 


New Encianp Numismatic aND ARCHAOLOGICAL 
Socirety.—A number of gentlemen of Boston and its 
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vicinity, interested in the study of numismatics ang 
archwology, met in this city on the evening of April 
6th, and organized a society, to be called the New 
England Numismatic and Archeological Society, and 
elected the following officers for the ensuing year : 

President—Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff. Vice- Pres. 
idents—Maine, Thomas L. Stanton, of Monmouth; 
New Hampshire, H, G. Hutton, of Concord; Ver. 
mont, Chauncy R. Williams, of Rutland; Massa. 
chusetts, Charles Chaplin, of Boston ; Rhode Island, 
George T. Paine, of Providence ; Connecticut, C. W. 
Betts, of New Haven. Recording Secretary—T. f. 
Bond. Corresponding Secretary—S. H. Chadbourne. 
Treasurer — Henry Cook. Curator—Sylvester §. 
Crosby. Librarian—Dudley R. Child. 


OHIO. 


Frrevanps Historica Socrety.—The third quar. 
terly meeting of the society, for the current year, 
was held at Plymouth, on Wednesday, March 14th, 
at 10 o’clock, a. m. 

* The meeting was called to order by Vice-President 
Z. Phillips, of Berlin, who announced that the Presi- 
dent was unable, on account of the increasing infirmi- 
ties of age, to be present, but had sent word that 
although he could not be present in body he would 
in spirit. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were 
read by the Secretary and approved. 

On motion, the reading of the roll of Township 
Committees was dispensed with, after which sixteen 
new members were added. 

Mr. Ezekiah Rooks made some very interesting 
remarks in regard to the early history of the country 
in the vicinity of Plymouth, after which the meeting, 
on motion, took a recess until 1 o’clock, p. m. 

Afternoon Session.—The society met pursuant to 
adjournment, in the same place, at 1 o’clock, p. m, 
Judge Z. Phillips still presiding. 

A number of relics and curiosities were then ex- 
hibited, among which were : 

By Mrs. Angeline Bodine, a pair of earrings, 
made of old Spanish beaten gold. They were the 
bridal presents of Mrs. Mehitable Elliott, wife of 
Laban Elliott, of Kingsbury, Washington county, 
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ce . Lene retail 
N. Y., who served his country in some capacity | cal and Antiquarian Society was held March 26th, 
during the seven years of the Revolutionary war. | at the office of Messrs. Hill & Pratt. 


In the year 1783 they were purchased in the city of 
Albany, when that city was occupied by the Colonial 
force. Mrs. Elliott, living so near the seat of war, 
was subjected to a great many changes. At one time 
she came near being taken prisoner by the British, 
she and her family escaping in a wagon the latter 
part of the night. The next morning her house was 
burnt, and everything available was appropriated to 
the use of the British soldiers. This lady was sister- 
in-law to Colonel Elliott and Captain Daniel Elliott, 
of Revolutionary memory; mother of Asa and 
Charles Elliott, who were musicians in the war of 
1812-18, and great-grandmother to Captain James 
Elliott and Lieut. Peter Elliott, of the Army of the 
Potomac. She was also the great-grandmother of 
George Bodine, who was murdered June 8th, 1865, by 
the Cheyennes and Apaches, at Sage Creek Station, 
Idaho. Mrs. Elliott dying in 1823, the earrings and 
her wedding-ring were given to her daughter, Mrs. 
Maria Carpenter, who died in 1840, when they were 
given to the present owner. They have thus had 
eighty-four years of wear. 

By F. Swalley, an old brass button, found in an 
old dwelling in Cumberland county, Penn., and bear- 
ing the inscription ‘‘ Long live the President, G. W.,” 
and the initials of the original States of the Union. 

By Mrs. Conkling, a small silver spoon, presented 
toa young lady, as part of her “setting out,” one 
hundred and ten years ago. 

A series of very interesting papers, prepared by 
J. H. Niles, Esq., of Norwich, entitled “Geology of 
the Firelands,” “‘ Bear Hunt on the Marsh,” “ Last 
Charivari of Greenfield,” and ‘ Anecdote of Gen. 
Wayne.” 

Judge Parish then addressed the meeting, stating 
the object of the ofganization of the society, its 
benefits to the community, and its plan of operations. 

The names of new members were then read by the 
Secretary, and the thanks of the society were re- 
turned to the citizens of Plymouth and the Commit- 
tee of Arrangements for their hospitality. 


Torro Hisrortca, Socirty.—Pursuant to ad- 
journment, a meeting to organize the Toledo Histori- 


Mr. C. T. Wales, in behalf of the committee, re- 
ported ‘a draft of a constitution and by-laws, which 
were unanimously adopted. 

The following officers were then elected: President, 
William Baker; Vice-President, Charles B. Phillips ; 
Corresponding Secretary, Henry Hall; Secretary, C. 
T. Wales; Treasurer, John J. Manor. 

The society adjourned to meet on the last Tuesday 
of April next. Wa. Baker, President. 

J, J. Manor, Secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Tue NomismatTic AND ANTIQUARIAN Society oF 
PaiLapELpHia.—A stated meeting of the society 
was held on the evening of the 5th of April, Joseph 
J. Michly, Esq., President, in the chair. A report 
was received from the Publication Committee, advis- 
ing the publication of the transactions of the society, 
which report was adopted. A number of valuable 
donations were received, among them a three-dollar 
note of the town of Sumter, S. C., issued 1866, from 
Henry Phillips, Jr., Esq., who also presented his 
‘History of the American Colonial Currency,” 2 
vols. 4to, which has just issued from the press of 
Mr. Munsell. 
was received his “ History of thé Connecticut Cur- 
rency,” and from Mr. Hickox, of Albany, his “ His- 
tory oft}. 2w YorkCurrency.” The Corresponding 
Secretary read several interesting letters he had re- 
ceived since the last meeting, one from Hon. R. 
&. Field, Princeton, accepting Honorary Vice-Presi- 
dentship for New Jersey; also, one from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, respecting the fractional 
currency. A letter was also received and read from 
Prof. James D. Butler, of Madison, Wis., inclosing 
photographs of a medal found in Buffale County, 
Wis., commemorative of the Peace of Westphalia, 
1698, with his printed account of it, and asking in- 
formation relative to it, and other matters, for the 
society. 

Charles H. Hart, Esq., Corresponding Secretary, 
communicated to the society a very interesting paper 
on the newly-discovered ancient cities in Mexico, 
together with a copy of the dispatch received at the 


From Dr. Bronson, of New Haven, 
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State Department, Washington, from Hon. B. W. 


Sanders, U. S. Consul at Tabasco, near which the 
ruins were found, which was kindly placed at his dis- 
posal by the Hon. Secretary of State. P 

Henry Phillips, Jr., Esq., read a brief paper on 
“The best means of extending the present useful- 
ness of the Society,” which suggestions were full of 
utility and value. 

Hon. William Duane then announced, in eloquent 
terms, the death of Jared Sparks, and offered a 
series of appropriate resolutions of respect to his 
memory. 

The resolutions were seconded by Wm. P. Chandler, 
Esq., and appropriate remarks made by Mr. Phillips, 
Mr. Hart, and Mr. 8. L. Taylor. 

A verbal communication was received from M. P. 
Simons, photographer, offering te take the portraits 
of all the members of the society at his own expense 
Mr. A. B. Taylor exhibited three colonial notes of the 
State of Vermont, of an issue unknown to investigators, 
and one also which does not appear in the printed 
laws of the State. It has been thought that Vermont 
made but one issue of paper money, and is so stated 
by Mr. Phillips, in his new work on the Colonial 
Currencies, who searched all sources, but found no 
other record. The notes exhibited bear date Windsor, 
February, 1781. Those formerly known, and the one 
mentioned in the State Laws, are dated Andover, May, 
1781. Mr. Duane exhibited some fine American 
medals, and Mr. Jenks a number of foreign gold coins, 
in the most perfect state of preservation, including 
one, “ The Augsburg Confession Medal, 1530,” which 
appeared as fresh as from the mint. 

The President presented to the consideration of the 
society the following memorial to Congress, which, 
after a lengthy and animated discussion, was unani- 
mously agreed to : 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representa- 


tives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled : 


The petition of the Numismatic and Antiquarian 
Society of Philadelphia, a corporation created by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for the promotion of 
numismatic science and antiquarian research, re- 
spectfully showeth : 

That, in the opinion of the society, the coinage of 


the United States might be made of interest and of | 
permanent value, by becoming the'repository of events | 


of note, whether civil or military, in the history of 
the country. 
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That a long and unmeaning series of coins, whose 
chief variety is a mere difference in date, is almost an 
anomaly and a retrograde step in civilization. 4 
reference alone, of all other examples, to the series of 
ancient Roman coins, will amply prove the correct. 
ness of these views. Were all traces of Roman histo 
obliterated, it could be rewritten from the coinage 
which survives. 

The minor details necessary to carry such a plan 
into successful operation, as, for example, to certain 
classes of coins the allotment of classes of events, as 
on the National Bank currency, might easily be de 
vised by the wisdom of your assembled bodies 

And your petitioners will ever pray, «e. 
— » President. 
—— —, Recording Secretary. 


[Seal.] 
The society then adjourned. 


Norr.—During the present month, the society will 
have delivered before it a lecture on ‘‘ The Evidences 
of Christianity ; with some notice of the coin and 
money times of the Bible, which corroborate its au- 
thenticity and credibility,” by Hon. James Ros 
Snowden, Corresponding Secretary of the Pennsyl- 
vania Historical Society. 





Book-Gossip. 


WE find in the South Carolinian of March 6th the 
following sensible remarks in connection with a notive 
The last two sen- 
tences, particularly, are as applicable to men of the 
North as to those of theSouth. Let each observer, in 
his own sphere and in his own fashion, collect, for future 


of the Historica, MaGazine. 


use—both as regards the past and the present—such 
facts as come within the scope of his own knowledge. 
Thus shall the future be richer for our having lived. 

“We are pleased to find that Richardson’s ‘His- 
torical Magazine,’ of New York, has survived the 
war, and still continues to make those useful records, 
from the certain chronicles and documents of our 
past history, which shall constitute the necessary 
material for our national history in the future. It is 
really only now that we are beginning to know for 
certain what were the undoubted facts in our revo- 
lutionary history of 1776. It will require fifty years 
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of painstaking and painful waiting—fifty years of a 
new conscience, and the uncrowning and the disrob- 
ing of passion—before our children will be able to get 
at the truths of history, in this our late war of seces- 
sion. The scum must disappear from these waves 
of agitation before anything will make itself clear to 
our eyes in the troubled waters of our condition—before 
the leaden lies will sink out of sight—before the froth 
and foam and yeasty matter of vanity and pretense, 
and puff and policy, shall disappear ; and, uninfluenced 
by a present and pressing policy, real, or conjectured 
only, society will begin to desire the truth for its own 
sake, and gradually slough off the corruptions which 
must continue to accumulate, until the normal con- 
dition of a settled society shall be again attained. 
Meanwhile we entreat of all the public men of the 
South, all who have been engaged in the struggle, 
whether in civil or military position—all who have had 


the opportunity to observe events, or who possess the | 


clues which have conducted to events, to put on record 
No matter 
how humble the rank of the individual, it is enough, 


their knowledge, experience, and opinion. 


if he knows and has seen events of moment, let him 
set the matter down, and put his name to it, and he 
will be a witness to the future, to be tried by the rules 
of evidence as a witness, according to the intrinsic 
matter of his record, and his manner of giving his 
testimony. 


Tue Ninigret Retics.—We had the pleasure of, 
within a few days past, seeing a letter from the vener- 
able Dr. Usher Parsons, in which he states that he 
has recently become the owner of the curious relics 
found in the grave of the chieftain Ninigret, and 
which, it will be recollected, were exhibited in this 


city some years since, exciting much interest among | will feel obliged to any one who may feel disposed 


all who examined them ; and states, also, that it is his 


intention shortly to present them to the New York | 


Historical Society. 

The June number of the Magazine will contain an 
excellent steel portrait of the Doctor, accompanied 
by a carefully prepared biographical sketch. 


Mr. Horacr W. Smitn, of Philadelphia, has re- 
cently published a small edition of Mr. John Coles’ 
“History and Antiquities of Ecton, in Northampton- 
shire, England.” This village was the residence of 
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Dr. Franklin’s ancestors three hundred years ago, and 
the work contains a notice of their residence and 
monumental inscriptions, besides a very interesting 
notice of Bishop Percy, the editor of the “ Reliques,” 
who was at one time the rector of Ecton church. 
The edition is of seventy copies only, at one dollar a 


copy: 


WASsHINGTONIANA.— We have recently received from 
one of our Philadelphia friends a couple of card pho- 
tographs of the silhouettes of General and Mre. 
Washington, formerly in the possession of the late 
Mrs. Elizabeth Bordley Gibson, of Philadelphia, 
and now the property of Edward Shippen, Esq., 
of that city, who has kindly permitted these copies 
to be made. Each card has, on its reverse, a pho- 
tographic fac-simile of Mrs. Gibson’s certificate of 
their authenticity. They are exceedingly interest- 
ing and life-like. 


WE learn that Josern L. Cuxster, Esq., now re- 
siding at London, England, has been making a com- 
plete copy of the Matricylation Registers of Oxford 
University, from 1564 to 1750, permission having 
been afforded him. It will consist of more than one 
hundred thousand entries—name, parentage, resi- 
dence, age, &c., and will be invaluable, as such a list 
never will‘be printed. He has already identified 
members of the early New England families, and, 
among other things, has settled the ancestry of the 
famous Anne Hutchinson. 


Mr. Lepyarp Bit, the enterprising publisher at 
No. 75 Fulton street, New York, is gathering material 


for a Genealogy of the Bill Family in this country, and 


to furnish any information relative to the subject. 
Suitable compensation will be made, to such as desire 
it, for matter thus furnished. 


Francis Levec, 101 years of age, is living at 
Farmington, N. H. He was born at Havre de Grace, 
Jan. 2d, 1765, was a soldier under Napoleon, was en- 
gaged at Waterloo, anid soon after came to America. 
He is a spare man, stands erect, and walks with a 
light, quick step, and his sight and hearing are yet 
good. 
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Dears or Partie Kensooxetry.—The aged Indian 
Ska-dyoh-gwa-deh, or, as he was more familiarly 
known, Philip Kenjockety, died on the afternoon of the 
Ist of April, at Newtown, on the Cattaraugus Reser- 
vation. 

Kenjockety was the oldest resident of this region. 
He came to “Buffalo Creek” with the Senecas soon 


after the Revolutionary war, when they were driven 
from their homes in the Genesee Valley by the de- | 


vastating expedition of Gen. Sullivan. His great- 
grandfather was a member of an almost mythological 


race—the Kah-kwas, whose rude wigwams, tradition | 


tells us, were once planted on the site of our beautiful 
city. The Kah-kwas were exterminated by the more 
powerful and war-like Senecas, about the year 1651, 


and the great-grandfather of Philip, one of the few | 


survivors, was adopted into that nation. His grand- 


| following most interesting memorandum : The write writer 
of this, when an infant, saw Peter Garden, who died at 
| theageof 126. When twelve years old, ona journey to 
London, about the year 1670, in the capacity of page 
in the family of Gardner of Troup, he became ao- 
quainted with the venerable Henry Jenkins, and 
heard him give evidence in a court of justice at York, 
that he “ perfectly remembered being employed, when 
a boy, in carrying arrows up the hill at the battle of 
| Flodden.”’ 


ee A. D. 1518 
Add Henry Jenkins’ age. -..-.-.....__.- 169 
acide etree iene ta buck wierininntdtewmee 11 
—— 168 
PT Ri tdcasieawaddawanginedionn 126 
Less his age when at York.....--...-- 12 
— 114 
The writer of this in 1865, aged-______- 80 
A. D. 1866, 


| Edinburgh Courant. 


son John acquired great influence in the nation, and | 


became a chief. It was through his representation 
that the Senecas were induced to settle upon the 
banks of the Niagara when driven from the Genesee. 


When the whites came here they found him living | 
He died | 


near the creek which now bears his name. 
in 1808. 

Philip Kenjockety was a person of wonderful vigor, 
and died at a very advanced age. It is generally 
believed that he was from one hundred and twenty | 


to one hundred and thirty years old, but this estimate 


is probably jncorrect. It is impossible to ascertain 
his exact age, but it is well established that he was 
nearly a hundred years old at the time of his death. 


His mind was clear and his memory unysually correct, | 


and much information about the Indians, as connected 


with the early history of Buffalo, has been lately | 


gathered from his lips. 
one of the few remaining links between the past and 
the present. May his spirit find rest in the happy 
hunting grounds of his fathers.—Buffalo Courier, 
Wednesday, April 4, 1866. 


With him has passed away 


THREE CENTURIES AND A Hat¥ Aco.—“ I have seen 
a@ man who conversed with a man who fought at 


Flodden Field,” may be said by a venerable octo- | 


genarian gentleman, to whom we are indebted for the 


Rosrnson Crusoe.—The London Reader says : “ It 
is erroneously supposed that ‘ Robinson Crusoe’ first 
appeared piecemeal in the Original London Post ; or, 
Heathcote’s Intelligence, a small folio journal, which 
| was commenced on the 19th December, 1718. The 

first volume, ‘ The Strange, Surprising Adventures of 

| Robinson Crusoe,’ was published, in octavo, on the 
| 26th of April, 1719; and the second, ‘The Further 
| Adventures,’ on the 20th of the following August. It 
was not till the 7th of October, in the same year, that 
| the Original London Post commenced giving two pages 
of ‘ Robinson Crusoe’ beyond its two pages of news, 

| de. ‘The Further Adventures’ were not concluded 
in that paper till the 17th of October, 1720. Mr. W. 
| Lee, in Notes and Queries, calls attention to this fact, 
| we presume, because ‘ Robinson Crusoe,’ as published 


in Heathcote’s Intelligence, is a book sought after by 


book collectors, under the impression that it is the 
purest text, and fetches almost its weight in gold 
when sold by public auction.” 





Tur New Hampshire Historical Society has received, 
through Ex-President Pierce, the “Records in the 
Court of Sessions” in the Province of New Hampshire, 
| from 1692 to 1704. 
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